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District Meetings from a President's Viewpoint 


"| HE attendance at the six district meetings of the Iowa Library 

Association held in April and May was indeed gratifying, although the 

wees attendance figures do not show all the local people who dropped in for 
a part of the meeting without registering. 


This year for the first time the Association provided guest speakers and 
those who had the privilege of hearing Frank K. Walter, Librarian of the 
University of Minnesota, at Fort Dodge or Spencer, Donald Kohlstedt, Li- 
brarian of the Kansas City, Kansas, Public Library, at Council Bluffs, Dr. 
Arthur Bostwick, Librarian of the St. Loius Public Library, at Grinnell or 
Burlington, or Jane Morey, Librarian of the Duluth, Minnesota Public Library 
at Dubuque, were indeed fortunate. 


To the great regret of many librarians, Miss Robinson was unable to attend 
any of the meetings except the one at Grinnell. The district chairman and 
local host librarians, however, made excellent arrangements and carried off 
their respective meetings promptly and well. 


Your president who attended all the meetings except the one at Burlington 
was impressed by the interest shown by those in attendance, particularly, in 
legislative matters as reported by members of the Legislative Committee and 
in the plan for the Central Co-operative Library. 


These district meetings, in his opinion, provide the best opportunity for a 
free discussion of the various projects which the association officers must 
further if Iowa libraries are to progress. 


Many expressed themselves in favor of holding fewer and larger district 
meetings. A plan will be presented elsewhere recommending to the new officers 
that the state be re-divided into five districts. At the Grinnell meeting those in 
attendance had the pleasure of meeting the new State Librarian. 

FORREST B. SPAULDING, President, 
Iowa Library Association. 



















Iowa Library Association—1937 

As announced in the last number of 
the Quarterly, the 1937 meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association will be held 
at Davenport. The date will be October 
14, 15, and 16. Hotel Black Hawk will 
be headquarters. 


The hotel rates will be as follows: 


Headquarters—Hotel Black Hawk 
With bath, single $2.50 to $4.00 
With twin beds $5.00 to $7.50 
With double beds $5.00 to $7.50 
Without bath, single $2.00 and $2.25; dou- 
ble, $3.00 and $3.25 


Mississippi Hotel 
All rooms, with bath 
Single, $2.50 to $5.00 
Double, $3.50 to $6.00 
Twin beds $1.50 to $6.00 


Davenport Hotel 
With bath, single $2.00 to $2.50 
Double $3.00 to $4.50 
Without bath, single $1.50 and $1.75 
Without bath, double $2.50 and $2.75 


Dempsey Hotel 
With bath, single $1.50 
Double $2.50 
Withqut bath, single $1.25 
Double $2.00 
Two beds $1.50 each 


Program 

It is too early to make definite an- 
nouncement of the program but a fine 
one is promised with interesting speak- 
ers and opportunity for diseussion of 
the important problems which will be 
brought up. 

A number of these problems have al- 
ready been announced and librarians 
and trustees are urged to inform them- 
selves on all sides of the questions and 
come prepared to take part in the dis- 
cussions. 

They are questions in which all li- 
braries are interested and on which 
opinions should be formed and _ ex- 
pressed. Let this be a session in which 
it cannot be said that ‘‘librarians are a 
timid lot.’’ 


District Meetings—1937 

In the absence of the Library Com- 
mission Secretary from all but one of 
the district meetings this year, the ac- 
count, as for last year’s meetings, is 
given for each meeting rather than as 
a whole. 

A second reason for doing so is that 














this year the programs were arranged 
independently by each chairman and 
therefore differ in most respects. 

Before giving these individual ac- 
counts, a summary and comparison of 
attendance between the meetings last 
year and this may be interesting. 

The total attendance in 1937, taken 
from the registration and including only 
outside visitors was 427 for six meet- 
ings, compared with 405 for 1935 and 
36. The total local registration this 
year was 100 against 95 last year, mak- 
ing this year’s grand total 527 and last 
year’s 500. 

The following are for outside regis- 
trants: Fort Dodge had the largest at- 
tendance, 106; Grinnell the second, 84; 
Fort Dodge also had the most libraries 
represented, 30, and Dubuque second 
with 25. The largest number of li- 
brarians were present at Fort Dodge, 
and Grinnell, 61 each, and the largest 
number of trustees was at Fort Dodge 
and Spencer, 31 each. Largest number 
of local registrants was 66 at Dubuque, 
making their total attendance 110, while 
Fort Dodge, with 11 local registrants 
had a grand total of 117. 





NORTH CENTRAL AND CENTRAL 
DISTRICTS 
Reported by Lelia S. Wilson 
Iowa Library Commission 

At the meeting at Fort Dodge on 
April 27, Miss Barrette had a carefully 
arranged program to follow the roll 
eall on the subject, ‘‘An Outstanding 
Book I Have Read This Year.”’ 

The morning program on ‘‘Coopera- 
tion’’ was divided as follows: ‘‘ Buying 
Library Service as One Buys Light.” 
Mrs. Rudy Fritsch, Garner ; ‘‘ How Sue- 
cessful Can a Small Library Contract 
Be?’’, Mrs. Ada Chaplin, Britt; ‘‘Re- 
port of Fourth District Federation Li- 
brary Contract,’’ Mrs. A. A. Joslyn, 
Trustee, Clear Lake; ‘‘Need in Rural 
Schools,’’ Hazel Thomas, County Super- 
intendent, Mason City; ‘‘How Hardin 
County Does It,’’ Marjorie Powers, 
Iowa Falls; ‘‘Can W.P.A. help?’’, Lu- 
eille Murray, Assistant Supervisor 
W.P.A., Waterloo; and ‘‘Library an 
Educational Foree,’’ D. H. Fitz 
patrick, Trustee, Mason City. 
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Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, chairman of 
the legislative committee then reported 
for that committee. A message was re- 
ceived from Miss Robinson and Mr. 
Spaulding announced the fall state 
meeting and presented his message. 

Luncheon was served at the Presby- 
terian Church following which a chil- 
dren’s Book Conversation was given by 
the following persons: Ida Clack, Clear 
Lake, chairman; Isobel Nichol, Des 
Moines, Public Library ; Dorothy Deyoe, 
Des Moines, lowa Library Commission ; 
Avis Gregory, Mason City, Publie Li- 
brary; Mrs. Leonard Bergman, Spirit 
Lake. Publicity was presented by: 
Golda Ausbury, Nevada; Charlotte 
Crosley, Webster City; Mae Shadle, 
Oelwein; and Frances Warner, Ames. 

The guest speaker of the afternoon 
was Frank K. Walter, librarian of the 
Minnesota University Library who gave 
a fine talk addressed to the trustees but 
interesting and entertaining to all. 


NORTHWEST DISTRICT 
Reported by Zaidee McCullow, 
Librarian, Sanborn Public Library 

The Northwest lowa Library District, 
comprising the twelve counties of north- 
west lowa, held its annual session at 
Spencer, Wednesday, April 28. Morn- 
ing and afternoon sessions were held 
in the high sshool auditorium, with Lora 
Shipley, of Sheldon, presiding as chair- 
man. 

Roll call was answered by: ‘‘ What My 
Library Has Done to Contact Members 
of the Legislature Concerning Library 
Legislation.’’ 

Helen Rex, librarian at Marshall- 
town, chairman of the northwest district 
legislative committee and recently li- 
brarian at Spencer, reported on results 
accomplished in work with members of 
the legislature to improve library work 
and conditions. 

Elizabeth Walpole of Storm Lake 
gave a talk on ‘‘A Central Cooperative 
Library.’”’ This is a plan for further 
service to the publie by the libraries 
pooling their duplicate or little-used 
material in a central location, this mate- 
rial to be loaned to libraries ealling for 
it. This plan would not only provide 
new material for libraries unable to 


purchase it because of lack of funds, it 
would also provide extra shelf room for 
new material. After a general discus- 
sion, a resolution was drafted and pre- 
sented by a committee, of which Miss 
Walpole acted as chairman, to sponsor 
the plan. 

Lucile Peterson, of Estherville, gave 
an interesting talk on ‘* Displays and 
Publicity.’’ She discussed various meth- 
ods of display, both within and outside 
the library. She also stressed the im- 
portance of newspaper publicity, and 
said that the majority of editors were 
very willing to give library items gen- 
erous space. 

Forrest B. Spaulding, librarian of the 
Des Moines Publie Library, and presi- 
dent of the lowa Library Association, 
gave a detailed report of plans and 
work of the association. 

After appointment of committees by 
the chairman, the meeting adjourned 
for lunch which was served at Hotel 
Tangney. 

At one-fifteen a puppet show was 
given in the high school auditorium by 
pnpils of the Spencer junior high school, 
under direction of their teacher, Marie 
Brewer. The children showed splendid 
training and fine talent in their presenta- 
tion, and were much applauded. 

Reviews of non-fiction, fiction and 
juvenile books were given by members 
of the staff of the Sioux City library, 
Mrs. Cecil Purcell, Iva Glessner, Elea- 
nor Jones, and Kathryn Tharp. These 
reviews were enjoyed by all present. 

The main address was given by Frank 
K. Walter, librarian of the University 
of Minnesota. Mr. Walter’s talk was 
mainly addressed to trustees, pointing 
out to them that their membership on 
the board is a privilege, and that, al- 
though the responsibility of the library 
affairs rests upon their shoulders, the 
librarian should be given the privilege 
of acting upon her own initiative in ecar- 
rying out plans to improve the library 
work. 

After this address, resolutions of 
thanks to the librarian and trustees of 
the Spencer library, to the teachers and 
pupils of the Spencer junior high school, 
to the speakers, and to the Hotel Tang- 
ney were presented. 
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Elizabeth Pitts, of Alton, was elected 
chairman of the district for the coming 
year. Invitations for the 1938 meeting 
were extended from Sioux City, Alton, 
and Orange City, and were referred to 
the executive committee of the associa- 
tion. 





SOUTHWEST DISTRICT 
Reported by H. Ruth Montague 
Council Bluffs Public Library 

Friday, April 30, Council Bluffs Free 
Public Library was host to the South- 
west district conference. Seventyfive 
librarians and _ trustees registered, 
representing the territory from Sioux 
City to the southern counties. Mrs. Ger- 
trude Nelson, of Audubon, presided as 
chairman. 


The morning was devoted to commit- 
tee reports and the discussion of special 
library problems. Mrs. Brazie, of 
Harlan, led the discussion on decreases 
in circulation. The problem of W.P.A. 
helpers in libraries was discussed briefly 
and it was the consensus of opinion that 
many small libraries benefited provided 
they could select those persons who had 
some qualifications for library work. 

Miss Canon reported that a central 
depository for basic books, long sets, 
foreign books, and historical material 
was being considered by the Iowa Li- 
brary Association. 

Mrs. Gordon, of Iowa City, gave a 
full report of the legislative committee's 
work at Des Moines during the sessions 
of the legislature. She attributed the 
certification defeat to the fact that we 
have had no aggressive campaign of edu- 
eation for possible legislators. Her at- 
titude was that in all library matters we 
are passive rather than active and so 
lose to other groups who are better pre- 
pared to state their rights and needs. 

Mr. Spaulding reported on the Li- 
brary situation in lowa and discussed 
plans for the state meeting in Daven- 
port in October. 

Frances Sullivan, children’s librarian 
of Council Bluffs, closed the morning 
session with a brief review of some of 
the spring books for children and young 
people. 

D. W. Kohlstedt, librarian of Kansas 








City, Kansas, library was the speaker 
of the afternoon. He gave a practical 
and inspirational address concerned 
with the daily problems of library ad- 
vertising and reader’s aid work. 

The Council Bluffs staff reviewed 
briefly a number of new books. 

Mrs. CC. W. Deffenbaugh, a former 
high school librarian; Mrs. R. N. Berg- 
quist, a former Council Bluffs staff mem- 
ber; and Margaret Hill, library assistant 
at Bloomer Junior High School, assisted 
the Council Bluffs staff in serving punch 
at the end of the afternoon session. 

The library displayed books for chil- 
dren and adults, reference aids, govern- 
ment documents, pamphlet material, and 
many of those in attendance lingered 
over the book displays after the meeting 
ended. 

A number of librarians from Omaha 
were present. 


The first week in May was left with- 
out library meetings because of the Bi- 
ennial meeting of the Iowa Federation 
of Women’s Clubs which was held in 
Sioux City during that week. 





MIDDLE EAST DISTRICT 


The meeting of the Middle East Dis- 
trict was held in Grinneil on Monday, 
May 10. The chairman, Lillian Suther- 
land, librarian of the Clinton Publie Li- 
brary, who had arranged the program 
for this meeting, was at the last mo- 
ment prevented from attending by the 
death of the secretary of the Clinton 
Library Board, George Phelps. 

In her absence, Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, 
of lowa City, presided and carried out 
the program of Miss Sutherland. 

For roll call each librarian present 
was asked to name a book which she had 
enjoyed reading during the past year 
and this brought out a larger variety 
of books than would have been the case 
had the librarians been called upon to 
name the most popular book in their li- 
braries. The list included older as well 
as more recent books. 

Miss Robinson was present at this 
meeting and gave her message in person, 
calling attention to certification and 
suggesting that librarians who had not 
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applied for certificates should do so. 
She reported 160 certificates issued. 

She also urged again that the stronger 
libraries should assume the role of older 
sister to the smaller libraries and make 
books available to those in their vicinity 
with small or no library facilities. 

Helen Phillips, Mrs. Lane, and Cath- 
erine Condon, of the Des Moines Public 
Library, and Mrs. Donahoe, of the Polk 
County Library Project, took part in a 
panel discussion on Publicity in which 
various forms of publicity such as news- 
papers, radio talks, displays, book lists, 
ete. were suggested and further dis- 
cussed by the librarians present. 

Miss Phillips suggested and displayed 
the paper bands used at the Des Moines 
Publie Library to call attention to new 
books. Such bands are often used by 
publishers to distinguish special books, 
as the Newbery and other awards, and 
may be made on a typewriter. 

In the matter of lists, short subject 
lists were considered more desirable 
than long ones. 

A delicious lunch was served at the 
women’s dormitory of Grinnell College, 
where the afternoon meeting was held. 

After a short musical program the li- 
brarians and others gathered in the little 
theatre to listen first to an inspiring ad- 
dress on the functions of library boards 
and librarians by Dr. Arthur E. Bost- 
wick, librarian of the St. Louis Public 
Library. Dr. Bostwick is not a stranger 
to Iowa librarians who are always glad 
to welcome him to their meetings and 
to hear his message. (Address appears 
elsewhere in this number.) 

The book reviews followed, being 
given by three members of the Cedar 
Rapids Public Library ; three of the Des 
Moines, and one librarian and three 
trustees from the Newton Public Li- 
brary, Mrs. Billingsley, Mrs. Clarkson 
and Mrs. Hamer. The Secretary of the 
Library Commission was especially 
pleased at having trustees take part on 
this program. 

Ruby Taylor, of the Cedar Rapids li- 
brary staff, was made chairman for next 
year and resolutions of thanks to the 
Grinnell people were passed and the 
meeting adjourned . 
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SOUTHEAST DISTRICT 
Reported by Cornelia Rhynsburger 

Librarian, Muscatine Public Library 

The meeting of the Southeast District 
was held at Burlington on May 12th 
with Cornelia Rhynsburger, of Musca- 
tine, presiding. 

The program was similar to that of 
some of the other meetings. Mrs. Gor- 
don reported for the legislation commit- 
tee; Miss Hagey, of Cedar Rapids, 
talked on ‘‘Publicity and Displays;’’ 
Katharine Roberts, children’s librarian 
of Davenport, spoke on children’s books ; 
and Miss Robinson’s message was read. 
The morning session closed with the an- 
nouncement of the fall meeting given by 
Miss Giesler, second vice president, in 
Mr. Spaulding’s absence. 

In the afternoon Dr. Bostwick gave 
again his message to trustees and li- 
brarians which was enjoyed and found 
helpful. 

The discussion of adult books was 
given by Miss Michener, assisted by 
members of the Ottumwa library staff, 
and the afternoon program closed with 
a talk on Hospital Library Service in 
Burlington, by Elizabeth Lilly, in charge 
of that work. 

A vote of thanks was given to the en- 
tertaining library and Miss Michener 
was elected chairman for the next year. 

The newly decorated library, with an 
abundance of tulips, made an attractive 
meeting place. A visit later to the two 
hospitals served by the Burlington li- 
brary showed a remarkable piece of 
work done by this department. 


NORTHEAST DISTRICT 
Reported by Mrs. Helen M. Reynolds 
Public Library, Maquoketa 

The Northeast district meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association was held at 
Dubuque on May 14 with Marian 
Williams, of Nashua, presiding as chair- 
man. Many librarians and _ trustees 
from the middle east district were also 
present to enjoy the interesting program 
and discussions. 

The mayor of Dubuque, John Chal- 
mers, extended greetings, as did also the 
city manager. 

The roll call ‘‘Stories of Efforts to 
Get Legislative Support of Library Mat- 
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ters’’ brought forth many interesting 
and helpful points and Mrs. Gordon 
gave a very enlightening talk on her ex- 
periences and work as chairman of the 
Legislative Committee. 

A diseussion of ‘‘Displays and Pub- 
licity’’ was led by Grace Neff, of Cedar 
Falls, who exhibited posters made in her 
library. The Davenport library also 
contributed to the exhibit as did the Du- 
buque library. This was extremely in- 
teresting and especially artistic. 

The Central Cooperative Library plan 
was discussed and voted upon favorably. 


Mr. Spaulding, president of the lowa 
Library Association was present and 
brought an interesting message. Edna 
Giesler, second vice president, extended 
a cordial invitation to attend the State 
Meeting of the Iowa Library Association 
to be held in Davenport, October 14, 15, 
and 16. A letter of greeting from Miss 
Robinson was read and a message re- 
gretting that she was unable to be pres- 
ent was sent to her. The membership 
committee was represented by Mrs. 
Helen Morse Reynolds who emphasized 
the necessity of membership in the lowa 
Library Association. 

Luncheon was served at 12:30. 

The afternoon session opened with an 
address by Jane Morey, librarian at 
Duluth, Minnesota, and formerly secre- 
tary of the Missouri Library Commis- 
sion. Miss Morey spoke on the subject 
‘‘Three Kinds of Library Trustees as 
Seen by Themselves.’’ 

Blanche Stewart and the Waterloo li- 
brary staff presented the adult book re- 
views and Mrs. Harriett Hogan, of the 
Dubuque library, discussed juvenile 
books. 

The nominating committee submitted 
the name of Blanche Stewart, librarian 
at Waterloo, for chairman of the North- 
east district for 1938. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gleason extended an 
invitation for the meeting to be held at 
Oelwein next year. 

After a rising vote of thanks to the 
Dubuque library staff and trustees the 
meeting adjourned to further enjoy the 
splendid hospitality of a delightful tea. 


The chairmen elected for next year 
were as follows: 


Northwest, Elizabeth Pitts, Alton 
Middlewest, Mrs. Bessie Moffit, Deni- 
son. 
Southwest, Mrs. H. H. Tedford, Mount 
Ayr 
Northeast, Blanche Stewart, Waterloo 
Middle East, Ruby Taylor, Cedar 
Rapids 
Southeast, Elizabeth Michener, Oska- 
loosa 
Central, Opal Tanner, Des Moines 
North Central, Alice Story, Ft. Dodge 
These names will be presented to the 
executive board for confirmation at the 
time of the state meeting but a change 
of districts will make changes here neces- 
sary. 


Plans for New I. L. A. Districts 


The executive board of the lowa Li- 
brary Association voted this year as an 
experiment to hold six district meetings 
instead of eight as heretofore. When the 
state was originally districted most of 
the travel to and from district meetings 
was by train. Now nearly all of it is 
by the highway. Good roads and direct 
roads make all points of Iowa much 
easier to reach than heretofore. 

At some of the meetings those in at- 
tendance expressed themselves, in the 
main, as favoring fewer and larger dis- 
trict meetings. Your president em- 
phatically shares that belief and intends 
to make a recommendation to the next 
executive board that the state be divided 
into five districts and so reorganized for 
district meetings and other purposes of 
the I. L. A. 

To visualize how the state would 
divide into five districts take a map of 
lowa and using Marshalltown as the 
center draw a cirele, using as a radius 
the distance from Marshalltown to In- 
dianola. Roughly, the area within this 
cirele would constitute the central dis- 
trict, including Hampton and Waverly 
to the north, Waterloo and Marengo to 
the east, Oskaloosa and Knoxville to the 
south, and Des Moines, Boone and Web- 
ster City to the west. 

Then bisect the state with two straight 
lines, one drawn north and south from 
St. Ansgar to Centerville ; the other west 
and east from Onawa to Sabula. The 
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areas outside the first circle would con- 
stitute four districts as follows: 


The northwest district would include 
Onawa, Carroll, Fort Dodge and Mason 
City. The northeast district, smaller in 
area, would include Charles City, Oel- 
wein, and Anamosa. The southeast dis- 
trict would include Maquoketa, Marion, 
Cedar Rapids, Sigourney, Albia and 
Centerville. The southwest district 
would include Denison, Grand Junction, 
Adel and Chariton. 


A study of the map dividing the state 
as above will show that the number of 
libraries and librarians will be about the 
same in each of the districts. There will 
be one or two of the larger cities in the 
state in each district. Sioux City is in 
the northwest, Council Bluffs in the 
southwest, Des Moines and Waterloo in 
the central, Dubuque in the northeast, 
and Cedar Rapids and Davenport in the 
southeast. Unless a meeting is held in 
a city near the edge of a district, a drive 
of from fifty to one hundred miles would 
bring everyone in the state to a district 
meeting. 


Of course, these district boundaries 
are not hard and fast. If a meeting is 
held in a city near a district boundary 
it is expected that it would draw attend- 
ance from libraries in the adjacent dis- 
trict near that boundary. 


One great advantage of having five 
meetings would be that all of them could 
be held during the same week, that the 
president of the association, exhibitors, 
guest speakers, and representatives of 
the State Library Commission could take 
in all of them, if desired, in a minimum 
of time. Obviously, it would be less ex- 
pensive for the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion to engage speakers for five meetings 
tran for six or eight. 


—Forrest B. SPAULDING, President, 
Iowa Library Association. 





New Library Commission Member 


Mrs. Edith Sackett, of Spencer, has 
been appointed by Governor Kraschel 
a member of the Library Commission 
to succeed Mrs. H. H. Tedford, of 
gg Ayr, whose term expires July 

rst. 





The Reiation of Library Trustees and 
Librarians* 
By Dr. ArtHur E. Bostwick, Librarian, 
St. Louis Publie Library 

I am told that my audience today is 
a mixture of librarians and library 
trustees—in popular language, of ‘‘ op- 
eratives and bosses.’’ It is a little 
hard, especially as I am an operative 
myself, to tell exactly what attitude I 
should take in addressing such an as- 
semblage. * * * 

These subjects are, of course, simply 
two phases of one, namely, the operation 
of public libraries in the United States. 

The system by which the control is 
vested in a person or a body having no 
expert technical knowledge of its work- 
ings has become so common that it may 
be regarded as characteristic of modern 
civilization. The boards of directors of 
commercial or financial institutions are 
now not expected to understand the de- 
tail of the institutions under their 
charge. Their first duty is to put at the 
head of their work an expert with a staff 
of competent assistants to see to that 
part of it. 

It is hardly necessary to say that this 
system of lay control is of interest to us 
here and now, because it obtains in most 
libraries where the governing body is a 
board of trustees or directors who are 
generally not experts, but who employ 
a librarian to superintend their work. 
o . a 

Here, if we examine, we shall find a 
common characteristic of those kinds of 
work where laymen are in control—the 
persons for whom the work is done care 
very much about results; they are care- 
less of methods so long as those results 
are attained. * * * 

Any trouble that may arise from the 
lay control of a body of expert workers 
lies just here—in the failure either of 
the controlling authority or the trained 
subordinates to recognize and keep 
within their limitations. It should be 
the function of the supreme lay author- 
ity to decide what results it wants and 
then to see that it gets them—to call at- 
tention to any deviation from them and 


to replace those who cannot achieve 


*Address given at Grinnell and Burlington district 
meetings. 











them by others who can. It should be 
the part of the expert staff of subor- 
dinates to discover by what methods 
these results can best be reached and 
then to follow out these methods. 

When the lay head attempts to direct 
the details of method, or when the 
trained subordinate thinks it his duty 
to influence the policy of the institution, 
then there is apt to be troubie. 

Such results are apt to follow, on the 
one hand, the inclusion in a board of 
trustees of a man with a passion for de- 
tail and a great personal interest in the 
work under him, but without a keen 
realization of the necessity for strict 
organization and discipline in his expert 
staff; or, on the other hand, from the 
presence in that staff of a masterful man 
who cannot rest until he is in virtual 
control of whatever he concerns himself 
about. 

I say trouble is apt to follow in such 
cases. It does not always follow, for the 
organization may adapt itself to cireum- 
stances. The interested trustee may 
play with ease his two roles, fitting into 
his board as a lay member and becoming 
practically also a part of the expert staff. 
The masterful subordinate may domi- 
nate his board so as to become its dictator, 


and thus do away for a time with his 
lay control. We have all seen both these 
things happen, not only in libraries, but 
in banks, in hospitals, in charitable in- 


stitutions. In some cases it has been 
well that they have happened. But al- 
though an occasional stick is flexible 
enough to be tied into a knot, it would 
be hazardous to try the experiment with 
all sticks. Some may bend but more will 
break. 

Is it not better to accept frankly the 
division of labor that seems to have been 
pointed out by the development of our 
institutions for the guidance of their 
management ? 

Boards of trustees in this case would 
find it necessary to decide first on the 
desirable results to be reached in their 
work. This is a phase of library dis- 
cussion that has been somewhat neglect- 
ed. What is the public library trying to 
get at? Not stated in vague terms, but 
in concrete form, so that the trustees 
ean call the librarian to account if he 


fails to accomplish it? It is only fair 
to the librarian that he should be in- 
formed at the outset precisely what he 
is expected to do, and then it is only 
fair that he should be left to do it in 
his own way. 

I shall be reminded, I suppose, that 
the funds for carrying on the library’s 
work are in the hands of the trustees, 
and that one of the main objects of their 
existence is to see that the money is 
honestly spent, not stolen or wasted. 
How can they do this without close over- 
sight of methods? To this I would reply 
that this important function of the 
board is distinctly the requirement of a 
result, that result being the honest ad- 
ministration of the library. The method 
by which it may be administered most 
honestly is best left to the expert head. 

It must also be remembered that what 
has been said refers only to the admin- 
istrative control of the institution. The 
duties of trustees as custodians of an 
endowment fund, if such there be, or in 
soliciting and receiving contributions as 
well as other financial considerations, 
are separate from this and have not been 
considered. 

Again, I shall be told that the head of 
the executive staff is not only a sub- 
ordinate but also an expert adviser of 
his board. This is true; and as a con- 
sulting expert it is his duty to give -7- 
vice outside of his own administrative 
field if he is asked for it. It may even 
be his duty to give it unasked occasion- 
ally, but this comes very near to the in- 
terference that I have deprecated. He 
who would tread this borderland must 
tread softly. On the other hand, the ex- 
pert may and should ask the advice of 
members of his board as individuals or 
of the board as a whole when he needs it 
and when he feels that it would give him 
confidence or strengthen his hand. In 
this whole matter there is a clear dis- 
tinction between the advisory and the 
executive function on one hand and on 
the other. 

The layman’s influence, control exer- 
cised by and through the viewpoint of 
the general public, is a most excellent . 
thing, however much the expert may 
chafe under it. This is apparent in 
every art and craft. The expert, the 
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man who has made a study of technique, 
of the way to do it, comes more and more 
to think of the method rather than the 
result—to elaborate detail and manner 
and to take keen joy in their recognition 
and comparison. So it is with the 
worker in art or in literature, and thus 
we have what are called painter’s pic- 
tures and musician’s music and poet’s 
poems—works that interest and delight 
those whose business it is to produce 
them, but which leave the general 
reader or hearer cold. Now this is of 
interest to us here and now, because, 
just as we occasionally have ‘‘com- 
poser’s music’’ and ‘‘architect’s build- 
ings’’ so it is to be feared, we may have 
librarian’s libraries — institutions that 
are carried on with the highest degree of 
technical skill and with enthusiasm and 
interest and yet fail of adequate achieve- 
ment because the librarian makes the 
mistake of regarding the technique as 
an end instead of as a means—of think- 
ing that if his methods be precise, sys- 
tematic and correct, good results must 
needs follow, instead of aiming directly 
at his results and adapting his methods 
to their attainment. 


It is here that the trustee, as the of- 
ficial representative of the general pub- 
lie, may apply a corrective influence. 

A rough classification and analysis of 
the results that a librarian may be ex- 
pected to accomplish may not be out of 
place here. We may treat them under 
four heads: financial, educational, recre- 
ational and social. 


Financial results — A library must 
show a good material return for money 
expended. By this is meant that its 
books and supplies must be purchased 
at fair rates, its salaries reasonably pro- 
portioned to quantity and quality of 
services rendered, its property economi- 
eally administered. A board of trustees 
is derelict in its duty if it does not re- 
quire all this, and also hold its librarian 
rigidly to such requirement. This means 
that it must, along the broadest lines, 
know the ratio of expenditure to return 
in these various departments; it does not 
mean that the librarian should be 
hampered by the prescription of details. 
It means, for example, that the expert 





administrator should be called to ac- 
count if his bills for lighting and heating 
are excessive, and that he should be 
asked to show cause why they should not 
be kept within bounds; it does not mean 
that he should be required to use lights 
of a certain candlepower or turn off the 
light in a particular room at a given 
hour. In most libraries, the making of 
annual appropriations under designated 
heads and the requirement that cause 
shall be shown for a transfer from one 
of these categories to another, are suffi- 
cient measures of financial control. 


Among the financial results that have 
already attracted the attention of the 
publie and hence engaged the interest of 
boards of trustees is the attainment of 
a proper ratio of expenditures for books 
to the expense of administration. This 
ratio is generally regarded by the lay 
critic as abnormally small, but trustees 
have generally acquiesced in the li- 
brarian’s explanation of the cause that 
seem to him to make it necessarily so. 


Educational results—It is only right 
to require that a library should be able 
to show that it is increasing the educa- 
tional content of the community, or rais- 
ing its educational standard, or at least 
that it is exerting itself to do so, both 
directly and by cooperation with other 
agencies, especially with the public 
schools. A board of trustees is certainly 
justified in ascertaining by any means 
in its power whether this is being done, 
and if not, in asking an explanation of 
its librarian. Does everyone in the 
community know where the library is? 
Is everyone who would be benefited by 
it making use of it? Is it a help to the 
schools, and do the teachers recognize 
this fact? Does the community in gen- 
eral regard it as a place where material 
for the acquisition of knowledge is 
stored and discriminatingly given out? 
These are questions that can be settled 
not so much by the examination of 
statistics as by ascertaining the general 
feeling of the community. It is much 
easier for a trustee to find this out than 
it is for a librarian; and trustees, both 
individually and as a body, should con- 
tinually bear in mind the value to him 
of information along this line. 























































Recreational results—The question of 
whether recreation is or is not taken 
need not be considered. Everyone takes 
recreation ; if means for the healthy nor- 
mal variety are not provided, the other 
kind will oceupy its place. And the 
healthy, normal individual—child or 
adult—prefers the first kind if he can 
get it. The large amount of fiction cir- 
culated in most public libraries is gen- 
erally taken as an indication that the 
quantity of its recreational content is 
considerable, whatever may be said of 
the quality ; but this is a very superficial 
way of looking at the matter. There is 
educational material of the highest value 
in fiction and nearly every non-fiction 
class contains books of value for recrea- 
tion. Moreover, what may be recreation 
to one man may be the hardest kind of 
study to another. In short, it is very 
difficult to separate education and recre- 
ation. Good work presupposes good 
play. A proper admixture of physical 
and intellectual amusement is required 
by everybody; is the library doing its 
share toward the purveying of the latter 
form? I do not know any better way 
of finding out than for the library 
trustees to use their eyes and ears, nor 
any more effective remedy for inade- 
quate results along this line than the 
pressure that they can bring to bear on 
their librarian. 

Social results — Under this head we 
may group a very large number of re- 
sults that are apt to be overlooked or 
taken for granted. They may perhaps 
be summarized in the statement that the 
library should take its proper place in 
the institutional life of the community. 
What this is will depend largely on the 
community’s size and its social content. 
In many small towns the library natur- 
ally assumes great importance; in a city 
it may be relatively of less weight, 
though perhaps its influence in the 
aggregate may be even greater. Whether 
it is doing this part of its work properly 
may probably be best ascertained by 
comparison with the work of other in- 
stitutions that go to build up the social 
fabric—the church, the home, the club, 
the social assembly. Does the dweller in 
the community turn as naturally to the 
library for intellectual help as he does 








to the church for religious consolation? 
Does he seek intellectual recreation there 
as he seeks physical recreation at his 
athletic club or social entertainment at 
a dance? And so seeking, does he find? 
Does he come to regard the library as 
his intellectual home and the librarian 
and his assistants as friends? What, on 
the other hand, is the attitude of the 
library staff toward the public? Is it 
inviting or repellant, friendly or coldly 
hostile, helpful or indifferent? Here is 
a whole body of results that are, in a 
way, the most important that a library 
ean produce, and yet it is impossible to 
set them down in figures; they can 
searcely even be expressed in words. The 
social status of a library is like a man’s 
reputation or his credit; it is built up by 
thousands of separate acts and by an 
attitude maintained consistently for 
years; yet a breath may blast it. Of this 
position a board of trustees should be 
particularly proud and _ its members 
should do their best to uphold it. If 
they realize by those many delicate indi- 
cations that we all recognize but cannot 
formulate, that the library is failing to 
maintain it, the librarian should hear 
from them. They should let him know 
that something is wrong and that they 
expect him to right it. If he does not 
know how, that is an indication that his 
personality and ability are parts of the 
a 

To recapitulate—The duties of a 
library board are simple but compre- 
hensive—to deside on the general policy 
of the institution, with such generality 
or particularity as may seem good to it; 
to see that this policy is carried out, em- 
ploying for the purpose an expert staff 
and leaving methods and details to it; 
and, last but not least, to see that the 
library has a sufficient income to do its 
work in a dignified and satisfactory 
manner. This, as I conceive it, is the 
whole duty of a library trustee, and I 
submit it to you in all due humility as 
befits the occasion. 





Correction 
The price of ‘‘How a Dane became an 
American,’’ stated in the last number 
of the Quarterly as $2.50 should have 
been $2.00. 
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Iowa Library Association Memberships 

Mrs. Reynolds, treasurer of the lowa 
Library Association, reported fifteen li- 
braries and seventy-seven individual 
memberships paid at the district meet- 
ings or immediately after. 

Fort Madison and Humboldt libraries 
rank 100% with library, librarian and 
trustees memberships all paid. 

Memberships paid since the last num- 
ber of the Quarterly: 





Libraries: 
Allison Fairfield 
Alton Glenwood 
Arthur Greenfield 
Bellevue Hampton 
Bloomfield Humboldt 
Carroll Iowa State College 
Cedar Rapids Keokuk 
Centerville Maquoketa 
Charles City Muscatine 
Clarinda New Hampton 
Clear Lake Spirit Lake 
Colfax Storm Lake 
Cresco Terril Community 
Dubuque Vinton 
Eldon Webster City 

Trustees: 
ee: Ee ED dw beat 0 cetneeeacnnel Dubuque 
Ambald, Mr. Charles Se rrr re Marshalltown 
 —"S > rr Marshalltown 
Choate, Dr, Cora Williams ee Marshalltown 
“ee “SY “SA arr rrr es Batavia 
, Sere So... dsigdublieskweent Marshalltown 
oe I err es Humboldt 
ey, Se Ec ca so cheese ccucen ean Red Oak 
NS err Fairfield 
Te ak od be od od Oe eee Humboldt 
i en ee . ws cade we eeet vee Mason City 
Morrison, Mrs. Te et ig aes a eee Humboldt 
Narey, as eae kaes okalee Spirit Lake 
Schmidt, Mrs, NN EG eee rae Humboldt 
Williams, i. iis WM be4'eb 6 des ceaudar Marshalltown 
Ss Es Saws S eb cuwaeecaeaued we Humboldt 

Librarians: 
SS ee eee Creston 
i Me i. sient idce Veh senor ama Des Moines 
Mi on 0 «tr a wd lk Alea ell Villisca 
ee es vn og au aeh ele aa Atlantic 
I ae as a 3k Siti yng bn EO Boone 
RU, nk as os wae Bk Dumont 
De, Si Kab es ucdecr te cnadawe Council Bluffs 
Genter Dem Ba < so cnsccex Upper lowa Univ., Fayette 
Oe ee rrr Cresco 
EO SS OTe ee Webster City 
Cruikshank, Catherine .......... H. 8., Fort Dodge 
Eh Sus ata cb eaeabe cane ae Indianola 
A soa an nes wine» dik: ona Rae Cherokee 
Francis, i Mn... ec0sks + oawaneae Red Oak 
OG ae ree eee Keokuk 
Giesler, | rrr eae ree Davenport 
Seem, Ge’ EOE ssc cdc ecauéeceuseas Oelwein 
Se “Serre res Centerville 
Higby, Mrs. Dorothy... ..Cornell College, Mt. Vernon 
i, OU ona add 6 < wk bbw aan nnn Vinton 
ON Era rr Fort Madison 
morneeth, Bus. Vielet Be... ss scccesecs Spirit Lake 
Se, 2, MA wa Rwdlbw <n ti edkaue oe Shenandoah 
I os ann ig Geis Manchester 
P,P Gindonsd SanaéS hansen Denison 
Nelson, Mrs. Gertrude 
I, - MEETS on aid no's 04-00 00040 oe 4s We Stuart 
Pinney, Nellie F. ‘ 
Pitts, Elizabeth V. 
ee nM . 0s... oss ceadavdon New Hampton 
Powers, aia cals od oe re ne Iowa Falls 
Reynolds, Mrs. Helen M. .............- Maquoketa 
Rhynsburger, Cornelia ..............5.. Muscatine 
Roberts, Mrs. Miriam ............ H. 8., Burlington 
OGD: MOORE GL, Sanscunccweses seevuen Algona 


Seitz, Catherine. . Dubuque Co. Library Assn., Dubuque 
SEG, BOD cs'een tucdbedudesddeimesanee Sheldon 





Spaulding, Forrest B. ..cccccsceccscce Des Moines 
PE Mh scceecegeece a cate wee Carroll 
SE cs ae Shk'b neh ees be eee Waterloo 
ORE OS eee Fort Dodge 
Se, SE, nnd ng fo0 condevecda Storm Lake 
DED p6s UeeoKe vaneus bomen eee Marion 

Staff: 

Andersen, Comatames B. ... cc cccccccccss Fort Dodge 
i tis tas santa rndams Fort Madison 
meewe, Time, dame ©, .....ccccccceses Webster City 
Christiansem, Eumice ...........cse00. Lavenport 
nc os dahudeatubawene Fort Dodge 
i hs 6 wees ays 46 260 ee eee Dubuque 
i i - 6 éin cerned eaencekwell Des Moines 
Oh. c caig adda ceed od kt omead Des Moines 
I SE ia oe kk de Wo bah Oe ee Dubuque 
Garner, Mrs. Mariam .State Library, Des Moines 
OO Pee eee Davenport 
Sn *. ca cb eceu wwe seemed Council Bluffs 
nc eukeawet mre bas does Council Bluffs 
i TD i. 6 oe cc 0.0040 66k Oe ONE Waterloo 
SP eee eee re Dubuque 

in oo ns ll 6 tom eee Dubuque 
Es os 5 ou rae bso SO dm Rae Dubuque 
Ds ans oboe Renee Des Moines 
ras 1h 6 ws ee ben wee nnwes deel Davenport 
CE EE tk ne wc. o noe 6 Ve ete S Shenandoah 
rr Re oc e 06 aewu Geel Des Moines 
ee ae es so 6 ea ee Cedar Rapids 
Lightfoot, Helen ........ State Library, Des Moines 
De See Gs cores cinsckaaece Webster City 
TT ST re eee Davenport 
th Dn +06 eneehs< be amehs eauae wee Dubuque 
nh 6 cd aene sces nekee 26 She Davenport 
Si SR ee Council Bluffs 
SA re to. - Davenport 
i a den cgeredatea ts 6s sun Fort Madison 
es a aah id tk ie eh ee ieee Des Moines 
ee oo sk ne hone 6u be te bat Des Moines 
i sn Ti. 6 00tses sb eenien ten Des Moines 
Pe cscvncepede bend ben heen Cresco 
SS a bo as e660 0 be ee om Fort Dodge 
EE EF ere Davenport 
SEE Bs ancoccccceveeete Fort Dodge 
i |. oo aed olt.h's.0 © anole Malet Dubuque 
I, I os og id gala mean Council Bluffs 
Ph MT ¢cobeeede 6006 oo.nges see Des Moines 
re, Cn i ea ae oe wh kek reel Des Moines 
We CC «i cenbntaedesy een eeita Davenport 
ee, Se EM, odecre dees cnvescees Fort Dodge 
PE os 3 no bh oe 0 460666500 Re Des Moines 
. Sf SS 2 arr eee Storm Lake 
Oe b kon watueseneeanews enema Davenport 

Interested Citizen: 

Watitn, Tees cc vcnwees ten ccd Guceweats Marion 





A Central Book Depository 


Interest in a Central Depository col- 
lection of books in Des Moines has in- 
creased since the idea was first discussed 
last October at the state meeting, and 
the committee that is at work on the 
matter will hold a meeting in Des Moines 
this summer and have a full report 
ready for the Davenport conference in 
the fall. 

Written replies to a questionnaire are 
on file from sixteen of the larger li- 
braries. Other libraries will be circular- 
ized later. 

Shelf room is at a premium in most 
libraries. By having a central storege 
place for long sets of books seldom used, 
for duplicates valuable occasionally, for 
foreign books, for old runs of magazines, 
all libraries should benefit since postage 
rates are low and distances not over 











long. Librarians are urged to discuss 
the matter with their boards and be 
ready with suggestions in the fall. 


Eva T. Canon, Chairman, 
Central Depository Committee. 


Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs 
Library Breakfast at Sioux City 

Although the number attending this 
function was small, those present felt 
that the occasion was a pleasant and 
profitable one. 

Mrs. Gordon Hayes, chairman of the 
Library Extension Division, presided. 
Miss Dimmitt, Dean of Women at Morn- 
ingside College, gave a thoughtful and 
interesting talk on ‘‘The Place of Wom- 
en in Democracy’’ which brought about 
some discussion. 

A round table discussion followed on 
the different types of library extension 
work being done in the state. 

Mrs. Hayes’ work as chairman of the 
Extension Division for the past two 
years has been very helpful and the sur- 
vey made under her supervision will be 
useful in future work in extension. 


Librarians Not Under Civil Service in 
Iowa 

The question of librarian’s standing 
under the Civil Service bill passed by 
the Forty-seventh General Assembly 
was referred to the Attorney General’s 
office and a lengthy reply received, 
the last paragraph of which is given 
below. 

_‘*It is therefore our opinion that libra- 
rians, assistants, and employees in cities 
included under the provision of this Act* 
do not come within the provisions of the 


cwil service bill passed by the 47th General 
Assembly.’’ 








*Cities under any form of government having 
population of more than 15,000. 





Warning 

Librarians are advised before buying 
the cellucose tape for quick mending at 
the library desk to make investigation 
of its effect in hot weather and rebind- 
ings. Libraries having tried it will 
probably be able to report. 

The secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion will be glad to have reports from 
such libraries and to pass them on, 
whether favorable or otherwise. 


Library Extension 

So slowly is this growing in Iowa that 
a magnifying glass is almost needed to 
discover it. 

Yet we are not without slight encour- 
agement. Hardin and Page counties 
continue their service to rural schools by 
county contract; the Dubuque County 
Library Association still functions sue- 
cessfully and the Indianola library is 
doing something for Warren county. 

In this number we report new con- 
tracts between Grundy Center and Con- 
rad, and Spencer and Everly which are 
encouraging. 

The most outstanding work now being 
undertaken in the state is that of the 
Mason City Public Library in supplying 
books and material by contract to li- 
braries and women’s clubs in the Fourth 
District. 

This includes contracts with a number 
of small towns with the Fourth District 
Club Women for club lessons only and 
with the Mason City Board of Education 
by which the library receives $1.00 for 
high school and junior high students 
from out of town. The report of books 
and materials loaned under these con- 
tracts would indicate a successful enter- 
prise. 

Would that other libraries might be- 
come interested and undertake similar 
extension the coming year. The li- 
brary is dead that slumbers. Small 
towns are growing smaller and unless 
the libraries reach out to the surround- 
ing territory for readers and support 
their circulation and appropriations 
will continue to decrease. And until the 
state legislature gives the Library Com- 
mission a worker in the field the larger 
libraries must come to the aid of the 
new and smaller libraries if they are to 
be at all efficient. 


Legislation 

Librarians and trustees who were 
present at the district meetings heard 
Mrs. Gordon’s report there given. 

It will suffice to say here that two bills 
clarifying the code in matters of balance 
and petty cash and allowing the libraries 
to retain these items in their budget 
were passed. 
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Library News of the State 











Ames — State College— Dr. Albert 
Predeek, librarian of the Berlin, Ger- 
many, Technical Institute, was visiting 
professor at the college during the 
spring quarter. While in Ames, Pro- 
fessor Predeek surveyed the collection 
of the college library dealing with 
engineering literature and arranged 
for the exchange of engineering litera- 
ture between Iowa State College and 
German libraries. 


Charles H. Brown, librarian at Iowa 
State College will again be a lecturer 
at the Columbia School of Library 
Service during the summer session. 

Anita—tThe little library in - town 
of 1,106 population and without tax 
support is certainly justifying its ex- 
istence. Mrs. Cora Stoodt, the librar- 
ian, reports that during the year they 
have supported rural schools with 
books, they furnish nearly all the 
books used for book reports in their 
own high school, and have loaned 
books to local students at Grinnell Col- 
lege and the State University of Iowa. 
They borrow from the Traveling Lib- 
rary when necessary to fill their re- 
quests. 

Belmond—Sunday, May 23, marked 
the twentieth anniversary of the dedi- 
eation of the library building. This 
building was the gift of Henry Crist 
and cost approximately $18,000.00. Mr. 
Crist first donated the site for the 
building but later added the building 
also when a satisfactory agreement 
with the Carnegie Corporation could 
not be reached. 


Boone — A mythical journey to the 
Boston Publie Library was taken by a 
group of students in the auditorium of 
the Ericson library one Saturday re- 
cently. The ‘‘passengers’’ boarded 
their train at four-fifteen in the after- 
noon and were told by their tour con- 
ductor, Sadie Stevens, children’s li- 
brarian, of the sights of interest along 
the way. 


Entering the Boston library they 
were shown the building and the pic- 
tures which decorated its walls by 
screen reproductions and description of 
the panels were also given by fifteen of 
the students. 


Burlington— The library building 
has been greatly improved in appear- 
ance and convenience by the instal- 
lation of a number of new features. A 
well equipped newspaper room has 
been established containing bound vol- 
umes of the Burlington Hawkeye con- 
tinuous from 1838. This is the oldest 
complete file of newspapers in this 
part of the country. J. Tracy Garrett, 
editor of the Hawkeye-Gazette is presi- 
dent of the library board and it is 
through his efforts that this file has 
been completed and given to the li- 
brary. 


Carroll—An exhibit of photographs 
taken from the motion picture produe- 
tion of Mark Twain’s ‘‘The Prince and 
the Pauper’’ served to add interest to 
the late coronation news as the scenes 
are similar in many respects. This is 
the sixth display in the library and 
these are proving of general interest. 


Chariton—A memorial fund has just 
been established at the library by Wal- 
ter H. Dewey in memory of his mother 
and is to be known as ‘“‘The Victoria 
Dewey Memorial Fund.’’ Mrs. Dewey 
was a charter member of the board of 
trustees and second president of the 
board. The first book to be purchased 
with this fund was ‘“‘The Golden 
Fleece,’’ by Bertita Harding. 

Des Moines— Drake University — 
Ground was broken for the new Cowles 
Library at Drake University, June 7. 
The academic procession came from the 
Commencement where Walter Lipp- 
mann gave the address, to the cere- 
mony of the induction of the 1937 class 
into the Alumni Association, and then 
proceeded to the West Campus where 
President D. W. Morehouse turned the 
first spadeful of earth. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gardner Cowles were presented and re- 
ceived the appreciation of the many 
Drake alumni who were present. 

Work was started Monday morning 














even before the ground was officially 
broken and is proceeding rapidly. It is 
hoped that the building will be com- 
pleted by the first of the year so that 
all may be in order for the opening of 
the second semester. 


Des Moines — Historical Department 
—Mrs. Mary Shank, of Shell Rock, has 
been appointed assistant to Mrs. Baker 
to take the place of Mrs. Harriet Cards. 


Des Moines—Library Club—The an- 
nual picnic of this club was held at 
Waterworks Park on Sunday, May 23. 

Following the breakfast a _ panel 
discussion on magazine story writing 
was given by Mrs. Fred Weitz and Mrs. 
Forrest B. Spaulding. 

The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: President, Mrs. 
Hilda Howe, librarian at The Meredith 
Publishing Company; vice-president, 
Marjorie Donaldson, Library Commis- 
sion; secretary, Irene Anderson, Public 
Library ; treasurer, Mrs. Frances Car- 
hart, Drake University ; program chair- 
man, Janet Dickson, Publie Library; 
social chairman, Ruth Lumbard, State 
Library; social co-chairman, Cecelia 
Kingsley, Publie Library. 


Des Moines—Public Library — For- 
rest B. Spaulding, librarian, will con- 
duct a series of lectures on Library 
Administration at the Ninth Annual In- 
stitute of Government sponsored by the 
University of Southern California in 
Los Angeles, June 14-18. 

The boys’ and girls’ department of 
the library recently was moved into a 
new and enlarged location at the main 
building. The new room which now 
houses the children’s library is on the 
main floor. It has been newly decorated 
and boasts bright Chinese lacquer red 
shelves and sunny yellow walls. 

The larger space affords opportunity 
for story hours, elass visits and book 
talks. In fact, story hours have been 
held regularly during the _ spring 
months and they have met with a most 
enthusiastic response from the children. 


Des Moines—State Library — Helen 
Lee, whose date of employment as as- 
sistant librarian of this library was the 
same as that of Mr. Brigham as libra- 





rian, has terminated her connection 
with the library. 

This date means a term of service of 
thirty-eight years during which time 
Miss Lee has seen the State Library 
grow in numbers and the list of em- 
ployees change many times. Her ae- 
quaintance with the librarians and li- 
brary work of the state and nation 
should be large and furnish her an in- 
terest in watching further develop- 
ments and the habit of reading formed 
during these years of close association 
with books will be found to be some- 
thing for which to be grateful. 

Mrs. Miriam Garner, who has been 
associated with the State Library for 
many years has been appointed assist- 
ant librarian, and Geraldine Ferring, 
of Des Moines, appointed to fill Mrs. 
Garner’s position. Miss Ferring had 
experience in the Drake University Li- 
brary during her college course and 
looks toward a full library training in 
the future. 

On June 15 Helen Lightfoot took 
over the work of Bernice Langfitt who 
had served as cataloger for thirteen 
years and was employed in other capac- 
ities previously. Mrs. Susie Lewis, 
secretary to the librarian, will assist 
Miss Lightfoot in the catalog depart- 
ment. 

Dubuque—County Library Associa- 
tion—An essay contest was held during 
the winter among the rural schools of 
the county on the subject ‘‘ What Does 
the County Library Mean to the Boys 
and Girls of the Rural Schools?’’ 

The contest had the double purpose 
of encouraging written expression 
among the young pupils and to find the 
answer to the question which formed 
the subject of the essay. Over fifty 
essays were submitted and prizes 
awarded for high school, seventh and 
eighth, fifth and sixth, and fourth 
grades. The latter prize was won by 
a seven-year-old pupil. 

Fort Madison—Mrs. H. W. Paul has 
been appointed a member of the Cat- 
termole Library Board to sueceed Mary 
Robers who recently resigned. 

Iowa City—Public Library — Mary 


Louise Regan has been named first as- 
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sistant to sueceed Lucile Davis who has 
become librarian at Spencer. 

Iowa City — University Libraries— 
The library has purchased a collection 
of 250 color reproductions. These will 
be loaned from the art department as 
are books. 

Marian Iwert, a member of the lowa 
Summer Library School class of 1936 
became circulation assistant on April 
Ist. 

Ruth Bywater resigned her position 
as circulation assistant to marry Rob- 
ert A. Olson on April 24th. Mr. and 
Mrs. Olson are living in Iowa City. 

Marion—Mrs. A. E. Granger has 
been appointed a member of the board 
to fill the vacancy caused by the resig- 
nation of Mrs. J. T. Grayson and secre- 
tary to fill the position of secretary 
made vacant by the resignation of Mrs. 
Rose Cessford. Mrs. Cessford had 
served as secretary of the library board 
for twenty-five years and resigned due 
to illness in her home. 

A new thirty-drawer catalog cabinet 
and encyclopedias for adult and juve- 
nile use have been added to the library 
equipment during the year. 

Mount Pleasant—Mrs. Will McClaren 
has been appointed a member of the 
library board to fill out Miss Dan- 
forth’s unexpired term. 

Ocheyedan — Mrs. R. A. McGowan 
resigned from the library board on 
April 19th. She had been a member 
since its organization in 1928 and had 
served faithfully in keeping the library 
in operation. 

Oskaloosa—Mrs. George Draper has 
been named a member of the library 
board to fill the vacancy caused by the 
removal from the city of Mrs. Anna 
Sherman; and Mrs. Andy Swanson has 
been appointed to the place of Jessie 
Williams Earhart. 

Ottumwa—An exhibit consisting of 
illuminated window panels, sketches of 
ancient glass work and designs, photo- 
graphs of windows, and mural decora- 
tions was displayed in the library 
during April by the art department of 
the library assisted by the Art Club. 
The exhibit was sent from Nicholas 





D’ascenzio’s Art Gallery in Philadel- 
phia. 

Perry—Mrs. T. J. McDonald has 
been appointed a member of the li- 
brary board to succeed Mrs. J. E. Don- 
ahoe whose term expired. The library 
was closed in April while new floors 
were being laid. 

Spencer—A contract has been signed 
by the Spencer and Everly library 
boards by which the Everly library is 
allowed to draw thirty books from the 
Spencer library each quarter or 120 a 
year for the payment of $15.00 per 
vear. This will afford the people of 
Everly a larger number of books to 
read in a year than if that amount 
were expended in new books and both 
libraries are to be congratulated on 
this forward step. 

Waukon—Jennie Jones, who has 
served the library faithfully and ef- 
ficiently for twenty-one years retired 
on June Ist to be succeeded by Nellie 
Orr. Miss Orr is a graduate of St. 
Theresa College at Winona, Minnesota, 
and took a library course at Clark Col- 
lege, Dubuque. A story-hour is being 
conducted by Miss Orr. 

Waverly—Arlene Russell has been 
appointed librarian to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Florence 
Grove. Miss Russell plans to attend 
the summer session of the library 
school of the University of Minnesota 
this summer. 





Libraries in Summer 

It is early for full summer programs 
to be announced but the following plans 
are outlined in clippings received before 
the Quarterly goes to print. 

At Ames, the idea begun last year of 
a summer Reading Circus will be con- 
tinued this year. 

In Des Moines, the Polk County Li- 
brary Project announces that through 
the cooperation of the school superin- 
tendents and the communities, stations 
are open during the summer at the fol- 
lowing locations: Ankeny, Bondurant, 
Johnston, Runnells and Woodside with 
W.P.A. workers in charge. Mending of 
books for the schools and the Library 
Commission will occupy their time when 
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the stations are not open for loaning of 
books. A story hour will be conducted 
each week at these places by Mary Mar- 
quis, assistant supervisor. 

Des Moines Public Library offers 
‘*Vaeation Air Line’’ travel with tickets 
which are replicas of real ones to be 
punched for each book read. At the 
end of the summer the children will re- 
ceive bright colored maps recording 
their summer travels. 

Fort Madison and Webster City have 
organized a ‘‘Travel with Books’’ club 
for children of the fourth to the eighth 
grades to promote the reading during 
the summer of good travel books. 

At Indianola the summer reading 
course will be called ‘‘ Around the World 
Sky Patrol’’ and the details were to be 
given to the children on June 7th. 

A grassy, hilly path leading upstairs 
to Bookland with silhouettes of the read- 
ers showing books read by colored slips 
will serve to interest the boys and girls 
in Marshalltown in summer reading. 

At Clinton, books for loaning will be 
available at the playgrounds during the 
summer. 

A further description of the plans 
used may be obtained from the various 
libraries. 

At Mason City vacation privileges 
have been granted earlier than usual 
this year. Mason City and Waverly 
have also announced their summer 
hours. 





Deaths 

The sudden passing of Florence 
Inghram in a New York hospital on 
April 7th, came as a distinct shock to 
her relatives and friends in Iowa who 
heard of her going with sorrow. Her 
illness was brief and had not been con- 
sidered serious, but an autopsy revealed 
meningitis. 

Florence Inghram was the daughter 
of Mrs. Helen Inghram, for a number 
of years librarian at Osceola, where 
Florence was a primary teacher. 

She began her library work with her 
mother at Osceola, took the Iowa Sum- 
mer School course, and filled a position 
at Marshalltown for a time, and was 
then children’s librarian at Davenport 
under Grace Shellenberger. 





After her course at Western Reserve 
University she returned to lowa and 
took a position in the Council Bluffs 
Public Library which she _ resigned 
after a year or two to complete her 
college course at Columbia. During 
that course and since its completion 
she was employed in the Teacher’s Col- 
lege Library. 

She had so recently finished her col- 
lege work and felt ready for a full time 
position that her going is especially 
sad. 

Her courage, common sense, and san- 
ity in meeting life’s problems won for 
her the respect of all who knew her 
and such qualities are too scarce to be 
spared from our workaday world. 

Mrs. Sophie Olds, former librarian of 
the Spencer Public Library, passed 
away on March 15th. Mrs. Olds served 
the Spencer library as librarian for 
eleven years, having been assistant for 
two years previous. She retired in 
1931. She fell recently and fractured 
her hip and did not long survive the 
shock. 

In the death of Mr. George B. Phelps, 
on May 14, 1937, the Clinton Public 
Library has for the second time within 
a year lost one of its original trustees. 
Mr. Phelps was largely instrumental in 
obtaining the donation from Andrew 
Carnegie which made the library pos- 
sible. He served as Secretary of the 
Library Board from 1902 until his 
death, faithfully and wholeheartedly 
discharging his duties and meriting 
and winning the esteem and affection 
of all who came in contact with his 
kindly Christian personality. 

By a regrettable oversight, notice 
was omitted in the last number of the 
Quarterly of the passing of Mrs. R. L. 
Spencer, a long time trustee of the 
Alden Publie Library. 

For over forty-five years she had 
been a tireless worker in the interest 
of the Alden library, the most of that 
time as a member of the board. She 
resigned because of ill health only a 
few weeks before her death. 

J. L. Welden, who passed away in 
Iowa Falls in March at the age of 70, 
was an early member and secretary of 
the Iowa Falls Library Board. 








